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Adult Live Performance Venue. An establishment that features dancers, go-go dancers, 
exotic dancers, or similar entertainers or live entertainment, where persons regularly 
appear in a state of nudity, or where live performances are characterized by the exposure 
of specified anatomical areas or by specified sexual activities as defined below. Such 
establishments specifically exclude minors, or minors are specifically prohibited by 
statute ordinance, regardless of whether or not any such business is licensed to sell 
alcoholic beverages.

Use Standards (Article 20)

Pursuant to Section 20.3.B, adult live performance venues, as well as all other adult uses 
are prohibited within a thousand (1,000) feet of any residential district, place of worship, 
educational facility, and park or playground, except in the Vieux Carré Entertainment 
District where adult uses are allowed. All adult uses are also regulated by the City Code. 
Adult uses are only allowed in the VCE Vieux Carré Entertainment District. 

Permitted and Conditional Uses

Below are the use tables that show the zoning districts where adult live performance 
venues and other adult uses are permitted, conditional, and prohibited uses.

In the Historic Core Neighborhoods Non-Residential Districts, adult uses are allowed by 
right in the VCE Vieux Carré Entertainment District only.

“Table 10-1: Permitted and Conditional Uses

USE1 VCC-1 VCC-2 VCE VCE-1 VCS VCS-1 VCP HMC-1 HMC-2
HM-
MU USE STANDARDS

RESIDENTIAL USE

[…]

COMMERCIAL USE

Adult Use   P        Section 20.3.B

[…]”

Additionally, pursuant to Section 10.2.B.2 adult uses are prohibited in the area bounded 
by Ursuline, Barracks, Decatur, and North Peters Streets.

Further, pursuant to Section 10.2.B.4, in the VCE Vieux Carré Entertainment District, 
massage establishments are prohibited.

In the Centers for Industry Districts, an adult use is a conditional use in the LI Light 
Industrial and HI Heavy Industrial Districts. 
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“Table 16-1: Permitted and Conditional Uses

USE1 LI HI MI2 BIP USE STANDARDS

RESIDENTIAL USE

[…]

COMMERCIAL USE

Adult Use  C  C  Section 20.3.B

[…]”

Adult live performance venues are prohibited in all other zoning districts.

C. What is the timeline for the Adult Live Performance Study?

City Council Motion M-16-22 requires the City Planning Commission to hold a public 
hearing within 60 days of the passage of the motion and to complete the study within 120 
days of the passage of the motion. Given these time constraints, below are the significant 
dates and deadlines for the Short Term Rental Study:

January 7, 2016: Motion M-16-22 passed by the City Council

February 23, 2016: City Planning Commission Public Hearing

April 18, 2016: Deadline for written comments

April 19, 2016: Staff Report for the Adult Live Performance Venues Study will 
be made available to the public

April 26, 2016: City Planning Commission consideration of the study

May 2, 2016: Study completion deadline. Recommendation forwarded to City 
Council

III. How can the public provide input for the Adult Live Performance Study?

Written comments should be addressed to the Executive Director and mailed or delivered 
to the following address:

City of New Orleans
City Planning Commission
1300 Perdido Street, 7th Floor
New Orleans, LA 70112










